Application No. 10/075,076 
Amendment dated October 3, 2003 
Reply to Office Action dated July 3, 2003 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
the application: 


1 . (previously presented) A self-adjusting fluid surface skimmer, comprising: 
an intake assembly defining an intake passageway, the assembly 
comprising a first section having an exterior surface and defining an intake opening, a 
second section, and a flexible coupling connecting the first and second sections; 

a collar disposed on the exterior surface of the first section near the intake 

opening; 

at least one buoyant member attached to the collar; 
an outlet passage having upper and lower ends, the lower end defining an 
opening in fluid communication with the second section of the intake assembly; and 
a gas inlet disposed in the outlet passage. 


2. (previously presented) The self-adjusting fluid surface skimmer in 
accordance with claim 1 , wherein the collar defines a circumferential opening and the 
collar is disposed around the first section. 


3. (previously presented) The self-adjusting fluid surface skimmer in 
accordance with claim 1 , wherein the flexible coupling enables pivoting and vertical 
movement of the first section relative to the second section. 
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4. (previously presented) The self-adjusting fluid surface skimmer in 
accordance with claim 1 , wherein the at least one buoyant member comprises a 
plurality of equidistantly spaced buoyant members. 

5. (previously presented) The self-adjusting fluid surface skimmer in 
accordance with claim 1 , wherein the gas inlet is disposed between the upper end and 
the opening in the lower end of the outlet passage. 

6. (previously presented) The self-adjusting fluid surface skimmer in 
accordance with claim 1 , wherein the upper end of the outlet passage defines an angled 
return outlet. 

7. (previously presented) The self-adjusting fluid surface skimmer in 
accordance with claim 1 , further comprising a mounting bracket attached to the outlet 
passage and adapted to secure said skimmer to a tank in a fluid treatment apparatus. 

8-13. (cancelled) 

14. (currently amended) A wastewater treatment s ystem, comprising: 
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a settling tank comprising a fir s t upper portion and a first lower portion, 

and defining a first inter ior chamber; 

an oration tank d is posed within the first interior chamber to define a 
Hearanoe between the aeration a n d settling tanks, the aeration tank comprising a 
spnnnri upper portion and a sec o nd lower portion, and defining a second interior 
chamber; 

a hase disposed in the first interior Camber and below the aeration tank, 
the base having a ipnnth extending from the settling tank to the aeration tank and 
Hpfininn a nommun^tiwe nassaoewav bet w een the fi rst and second interior chambers; 

a raw fluid inlet providing fluid oommunication with the second interior 

chamber; 

a fluid surface skimmpr disposed in th e c l ea r ance, t he skimmer defining a 
return passagew a y providing fluid mmmunication between the first and second interior 
chambers; and 

a treated fluid outlet in oommunication with the first interior chamber; 


at least one 


settling tanks; 


bracket disposed in the clearance and connecting the aeration and 


T h e waGto v vatortr ont m o n ^temm accordanco with G4aim4^ wherein the at 
least one bracket comprises first and second brackets, the first bracket extending below 
the aeration tank and substantially along the length of the base and the second bracket 
extending below the aeration tank and along only a fraction of the length of the base. 
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1 5. (previously presented) The wastewater treatment system in accordance 
with claim 14, wherein the second bracket is attached to the base above the 
communicative passageway. 

16. (currently amended) A wastewater treatment s ystem, comprising: 

a settling tank comprising a first upper portion an d a first lower portion, 

and defining a first interior chamber; 

an aeration tank disposed within the first interio r chamber to define a 
clearance between the aeration and settling tanks, the aeration tank comprising a 
second upper portion and a second lo w er portion, and defining a second interior 
chamber; 

a base disposed in the first interior chamber and below the aeration tank, 
the base having a length extending from the settling tank to the aeration tank and 
defining a communicative passageway bet ween the first and second interior chambers; 

a raw fluid inlet providing fluid communication with the second interior 

chamber; 

a fluid surface skimmer disposed in the clearance , the skimmer defining a 
return passaoewav providing fluid communication betw een the first and second interior 
chambers: and 

a treated fluid outlet in communication with the first interior chamber; 
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Tho wastewater troatmont system in accordanco w i th claim 8, wherein the 
skimmer comprises an intake assembly defining an intake passageway and having an 
opening in communication with the first interior chamber, and first and second sections 
connected by a flexible coupling, an outlet passage in communication with the intake 
passageway and the second interior chamber, a collar disposed adjacent the opening, 
and at least one buoyant member attached to the collar. 

1 7. (currently amended) The wastewater treatment system in accordance 
with claim 8 14, further comprising a baffle disposed in the treated fluid outlet. 

1 8. (previously presented) The wastewater treatment system in accordance 
with claim 17, wherein the treated fluid outlet further comprises a recycle passageway in 
communication with the first interior chamber and positioned to direct flow of said 
wastewater toward the skimmer. 

1 9. (currently amended) The wastewater treatment system in accordance 
with claim S 14, wherein first and second sections of the first and second upper portions 
diverge to increase the clearance. 


20. (currently amended) A wastewater treatment system, comprising: 


6 


Application No. 10/075,076 
Amendment dated October 3, 2003 
Reply to Office Action dated July 3, 2003 

a settling tank comprising a first upper portion, a first lower portion, and 
defining a first interior chamber; 

an aeration tank disposed within the first interior chamber to define a 
clearance between the aeration and settling tanks, the aeration tank comprising a 
second upper portion and a second lower portion, and defining a second interior 
chamber; 

a base disposed in the first interior chamber and below the aeration tank, 
the base having a length extending from the settling tank to the aeration tank and 
defining a communicative passageway between the first and second interior chambers; 

a plurality of brackets disposed in the clearance and connecting the 
aeration and settling tanks; 

a raw fluid inlet providing fluid communication with the second interior 

chamber; 

a fluid surface skimmer disposed in the clearance, the skimmer 
comprising an intake passage having an opening in fluid communication with the first 
interior chamber and first and second passageways connected by a flexible coupling, an 
outlet passage in communication with the intake passage and the second interior 
chamber, a collar disposed around the opening, at least one buoyant member attached 
to the collar, and a gas inlet disposed on the outlet passage; 

a gas supply line having a first portion extending into the second interior 
chamber and a second portion attached to the gas inlet of the skimmer; and 

a treated fluid outlet in communication with first interior chamber. 
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